
Hook Size 12 Kamasan B170 or B175  Body Claret seal fur  
“Wing” Claret deer hair  Thread UTC 140 denier, black or red
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F LIES ARE simple things, or at least 
they should be. A quick examination 
of even the most well stocked and 
eclectic fly-box will reveal only a 
handful of basic templates or formats; 
variations on a theme make up the 

numbers. After almost 2,000 years, the art and the 
science of fly-tying has surely reached its zenith… or 
so you would have thought. But every now and again 
along comes a fly deserving the introduction “and 
now for something completely different”. Out of the 
blue and on to the water, flies like the Griffith’s Gnat, 
Shipman’s Buzzer, Dabbler and Deer Hair Emerger 
have taken the fly-fishing world by storm. Even the 
Blob – the ultimate anti-fly – must be given its dues. 
Flies that arrive with such aplomb and attain 
“superfly” status, are, invariably, simple affairs. 
Cunning and clever, and almost annoyingly simple.

The Hog is one such pattern. I say “Hog”, as opposed 
to “Hedgehog” or “Sedgehog”, as the pattern featured 
here is my variation derived from the two main 
protagonists on the Hog scene. The Hedgehog was 
popularised by Orkney angler Sandy Nicholson in the 
early 90s. Sandy’s fly had a Muddled head, designed 
and fished primarily as a top-dropper pulling wet-fly. 
A year or two later, Stan Headley saw potential in the 
Hedgehog as a dry-fly – oddly enough, to suggest 
sedges – and subsequently omitted the Muddler head 
and replaced it with a couple of turns of hen. 

No prizes for guessing that a Hog, of any persuasion, 
makes a matchless top dropper in a team of wet-flies. 
It shifts water, stays high and has presence aplenty. 
Next time you’re out in a good wave, and the fish are 
looking to get fat in a hurry, try three Hogs… you’ll be 
kept busy. Try also the tactic of  “popping” your Hogs – 
see Stan Headley’s article (T&S June 2015) – by 
treating them with copious amounts of floatant. On 
calmer days, which require more finesse, try a Hog 
on the tail to keep two slim wet-flies, Snatchers or 
nymphs, high in the water – a “gentleman’s Booby”, if 
you will – and you’re “washing lining” with style. I 

took a nice Malham Tarn fish in a near flat-calm with 
exactly this method (Hog and Snatchers) in June this 
year. The fish took a Snatcher, but you can bet your 
bottom dollar that the Hog fetched him in. 

Dry fly? No problem. Fished singly, as a pair, or 
even a team of three, depending on conditions, the 
unique silhouette and footprint of the Hog is a 
magnet to hungry trout. Fish it as you would any dry-
fly – stealthy and static – with the occasional twitch 
thrown in to catch the eye. A minor dry-fly tactic, but 
a major fish catcher, is to figure-of-eight your dry 
Hog(s) back after 10 seconds or so of fishing static. 

The Hog, over the years, has become indispensable 
for me. It seems to reveal a new trick every season, 
and has, I’m sure, still one or two tricks left up its 
sleeve. I’d be pushed to think of a more versatile fly. 
With all due respect to Messrs Nicholson and 
Headley, I no longer tie either the Hedgehog or 
Sedgehog in their respective styles, and simply cover 
the roots of the final bunch of deer hair with two 
turns of seal fur or Ice Dub. The resulting Hog 
dibbles, pulls, pops or fishes dry just fine.  

THE HOG
Whether it’s fished wet or dry, 

the Hog is simply indispensable, 
says Rob Denson

T Y ING TI PS
l The basic procedure, working from the tail end, is to bunch, bind down, 
trim roots and then dub. 

l Four or five bunches of deer hair should be enough for a correctly 
proportioned hog, depending on the thickness of each bunch. 

l Use a good strong thread – you need to bind down each bunch of deer 
hair very tightly to produce a robust fly. Too slack, and your hog will not 
stand much casting, let alone catching a few fish.

l Experiment with mixing and matching body and wing colours. I’ve found 
that natural dubbing works best: seal fur, hare’s ear, squirrel etc. A pinch of 
Ice Dub (pearl, gold etc) can add spice to the mix.

l Brush the body fur up into the wing with velcro. This creates a denser 
wing with more air pockets to aid buoyancy.
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A red Hog (right) and 
one tied with hare’s 
ear and Ice Dub.


